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DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Design for the Community
Design a new facility that provides tangible benefits for 
the community’s benefit, such as community meeting 
spaces, outdoor plazas, and space to do business with 
the City.
•	 Welcoming presence with active street and public 

spaces
•	 Community Room
•	 Event Plaza
•	 Lobby-adjacent meeting spaces
•	 Catalyze development in adjacent parcels

Design for Safety, Security, and Efficiency
Provide an efficient design solution that allows for the 
safety of City staff, community, visitors, and police while 
encouraging collaboration and efficient delivery of City 
services.
•	 Secure space where required
•	 Clear way finding
•	 Intuitive distinction between public and secure space
•	 Multi-purpose spaces
•	 Hybrid work space
•	 Modular, flexible environment
•	 Collaboration spaces

Design for the Environment
Provide a new facility that aligns with the AIA Committee 
on the Environment’s Framework for Design Excellence: 
Design for Integration, Equitable Communities, 
Ecosystems, Water, Economy, Energy, Well-being, 
Resources, Change, and Discovery
•	 Net-Zero Energy building
•	 Water efficient design strategies
•	 Integration with Clear Creek ecosystem

Design for Innovation
Provide an innovative facility honoring Golden’s unique 
culture and is responsive to forward-looking work trends, 
resilient over time, and positions the community for the 
future.
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SUSTAINABLE DESIGN GOALS AND STRATEGIES
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Golden Municipal Facility 
LEED v4 BD+C Checklist 
May 15, 2025

Y +? -? N Points Assigned Notes

1 D 1 Integrative Process Form & Flow

7 0 2 7 16 Location and Transportation

    D 16 LEED for Neighborhood Development Location

1 D 1 Sensitive Land Protection Livable Cities Option 1 - locate on previously developed site

  2 D 2 High Priority Site

2 2 1 D 5 Surrounding Density and Diverse Uses Handprint/Livable

1  4 D 5 Access to Quality Transit v4.1 Handprint

1    D 1 Bicycle Facilities Handprint/Livable

1 D 1 Reduced Parking Footprint Handprint

1 D 1 Electric Vehicles v4.1 Handprint/IMEG 14 EV charging spaces plus 30 EV ready spaces

7 0 1 2 10 Sustainable Sites

Y C Prereq Construction Activity Pollution Prevention Contractor

1 D 1 Site Assessment Livable Cities

2 D 2 Protect or Restore Habitat v4.1 Livable Cities

1 D 1 Open Space Handprint/Livable

1 2 D 3 Rainwater Management v4.1 IMEG/Livable

2 D 2 Heat Island Reduction Handprint/Livable

1 D 1 Light Pollution Reduction IMEG/Livable

6 1 0 4 11 Water Efficiency

Y D Prereq Outdoor Water Use Reduction Livable Cities

Y D Prereq Indoor Water Use Reduction IMEG/IA

Y D Prereq Building-Level Water Metering IMEG

1 1 D 2 Outdoor Water Use Reduction Livable Cities

3 3 D 6 Indoor Water Use Reduction IMEG/IA

1 1 D 2 Cooling Tower Water Use IMEG

1 D 1 Water Metering IMEG
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Golden Municipal Facility - LEED Checklist Page 2
Y +? -? N Points Assigned Notes

33 0 0 0 33 Energy and Atmosphere

Y C Prereq Fundamental Commissioning and Verification CX

Y D Prereq Minimum Energy Performance Form & Flow

Y D Prereq Building-Level Energy Metering IMEG/Golden

Y D Prereq Fundamental Refrigerant Management IMEG

6 C 6 Enhanced Commissioning CX

18 D 18 Optimize Energy Performance Form & Flow

1 D 1 Advanced Energy Metering IMEG/FF

2 C 2 Grid Harmonization v4.1 IMEG/FF/Golden Reduce on-peak load by >10%, plus thermal and/or battery storage

3 D 3 Renewable Energy Production Form & Flow

1 C 1 Enhanced Refrigerant Management IMEG

2 C 2 Green Power and Carbon Offsets Form & Flow

8 3 1 1 13 Materials and Resources

Y D Prereq Storage and Collection of Recyclables Handprint/IA

Y C Prereq Construction and Demolition Waste Management Planning Contractor

3 1 1 C 5 Building Life-Cycle Impact Reduction v4.1 Form & Flow/KL&A

1 1 C 2 Environmental Product Declarations FF/Handprint/IA

1 1 C 2 Sourcing of Raw Materials v4.1 FF/Handprint/IA

1 1 C 2 Material Ingredients FF/Handprint/IA

2 C 2 Construction and Demolition Waste Management Contractor

15 0 0 1 16 Indoor Environmental Quality

Y D Prereq Minimum Indoor Air Quality Performance IMEG

Y D Prereq Environmental Tobacco Smoke Control Golden

2 D 2 Enhanced Air Quality Strategies IMEG/Handprint

3 C 3 Low-Emitting Materials IA/Handprint

1 C 1 Construction Indoor Air Quality Management Plan Contractor

2 C 2 Indoor Air Quality Assessment v4.1 Golden/Contractor Air testing (also do flush-out)

1 D 1 Thermal Comfort IMEG/FF

2 D 2 Interior Lighting IMEG/IA

2 1 D 3 Daylight Form & Flow

1 D 1 Quality Views Handprint

1 D 1 Acoustic Performance Handprint/IMEG/IA  
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Golden Municipal Facility - LEED Checklist Page 3
Y +? -? N Points Assigned Notes

6 0 0 0 6 Innovation

1  1 Exemplary Performance: Optimize Energy Performance Form & Flow Net zero energy

1  1 Exemplary Performance: Renewable Energy Production Form & Flow

1  1 Pilot: Designing with Nature, Biophilic Design for the Indoor Environ. Handprint/IA

1  1 Pilot: All-Gender Restrooms Handprint

1  1 Green Building Education FF/Handprint/IA

1 1 LEED Accredited Professional Form & Flow

  
2 0 0 2 4 Regional Priority

1 1 Optimize Energy Performance Form & Flow Threshold 10

1 1 Renewable Energy Production Form & Flow Threshold 3

1 1 Indoor Water Use Reduction IMEG Threshold 4

1 1 Outdoor Water Use Reduction Livable Cities Threshold 2

 N/A Surrounding Density and Diverse Uses Threshold 3

 N/A Rainwater Management Threshold 2

85 4 4 17 110 Total

Certified: 40-49  Silver: 50-59. Gold 60-79: Platinum: 80-110

Innovation Credit Ideas

Innovation: Occupant Comfort Survey

Innovation: Purchasing - Lamps

Pilot: Passive Survivability and Back-up Power During Disruptions

Pilot: Design for Indoor Air Quality and Infection Control

Pilot: Circular Products

Pilot: Integrated Project Water Reuse Strategy

Pilot: Designing with Nature, Biophilic Design for the Indoor Environ.

Pilot: Assessment and Planning for Resilience

Pilot: Design for Enhanced Resilience

Pilot: Onsite Carbon Sequestration Through Plantings

Consider WELL Features for Innovation Credit Ideas
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LEED PLATINUM
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Site Design
How will this project refl ect Golden’s Landscape 
and Character?

Link to Place | How will this Project Refl ect Golden’s Natural Character? 

Planting | How will this Project Refl ect Golden’s Ecology? 

Connect people back to the landform, planting, and materials characteristic of Golden

Site Planting will use Native Plants that refl ect the transition from the Dry Uplands of Table Mountain to the Forested Lowlands of Clear Creek

Texture and Natural Materials of Golden

‘Upland Herbaceous’ ‘Crafted Prairie’ ‘Lowland Forested’

Native Plants and Colors of Golden

Connection to Nature and Outdoor Activities Places to Sit and Gather among Nature

Stone and Terracing Represent Golden’s Terrain 

• Native Dry Grasses and Forbs, with some shrubs 
to refl ect Upland Prairies

• Limited use of Trees and Shrubs to provide 
shade, screening, and other functional benefi ts

• Native Riparian Grasses and Forbs, with some 
Shrubs to form Lowland Meadows

• Native Riparian Tree Species to frame views and 
provide screening from the Coors Factory

• Native Grasses, Shrubs, and Perennials 
integrated with plazas, walks, and gathering areas

• Native Trees to provide shade and mark entries 
and plazas 
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