Vail Sign Code Detailed List of Proposed Changes
Legend

Italic Text: Proposed to be added to the code

Strikethrough-Text: Proposed to be removed from the code

Note: Sections and definitions not listed in this document are currently proposed to remain

within the code, unchanged.

11-1-2: Purpose:

A. General Purpose: Fheseregulations-are This Title is enacted for the purpose of
promoting the health, safety, me+ats; and general welfare of the town of Vail and to

promote the coordinated and harmonious design and placement of signs in the town
in a manner that will conserve and enhance its natural environment and its
established character as a resort and residential community of the highest quality.
B. Specific Purpose: Fheseregutations—are This Title is intended to achieve the
following specific purposes:
3. To preserve a successful and high quality business environment that is aided
by signs that identify, direct, and inform the public.
5. To preserve freedom of expression in the Town of Vail.
C. This title is not intended to restrict noncommercial speech on the basis of its

content, viewpoint, or message.

11-1-4: Severability Clause: The severability of any section, subsection, sentence, clause

or phrase, as set forth in Section 1-2-4 of this Town Code.

11-2-1: Definitions Enumerated:

The director of the department of community development or their designee.



ANIMATED SIGN: Any sign or part of a sign that changes physical position by any movement or

rotation or that gives the visual impression of such movement or rotation. Prehibited-in-the

deerways,-er-outdooreating-areas—A Permanently roofed shelter covering a sidewalk,
building entrance, window, or other outdoor space. This shelter may be wholly or

partially supported by a building, columns, poles, of braces extending from the ground.

A sign permitted based on building frontage, regardless of the number of tenants

residing therein.



BUSINESS SIGN: Any-sign-that displays the name of the business-upen-which-siteitis

ocated-including-any-graph and-languagethat representthe business—A sign placed

on a business frontage, typically as a wall or projecting sign.

CHANGEABLE COPY: A manually operated sign that displays graphical or word content that

can be easily changed or altered.-menu-boxesdisplay-boxes-and-specials-boards-arenot
considered changeable copy.

DISPLAY BOX: A freestanding or wall sign that is enclosed in glass or a similar clear material
on at least one side. Forthe expresspurpose-of-displayingreal-estate listings-and-current

te—Any fabric or similar lightweight material typically attached to



a staff or pole, which is intended to be permanently affixed to the ground or attached to a

building.

FLASHING SIGN: Any directly or indirectly illuminated sign that exhibits changing natural or
artificial light or color effects by any means whatsoever. Prehibited-inthetown-of Vail-

GRADBEEXISHNG FINISHED GRADE: The existing level of a property after any development
or construction activity and prior to the erection of a sign.

ILLUMINATION, HALO: An internal light source, that is not visible to the viewer, for a sign
making use of opaque surfaces such that light only shines through the back and sides of

the sign.

ILLUMINATION, INTERNAL: Humination-by-means-ofatight source- thatiswithinasign

- A light
source that is not directly visible to the viewer and is within a sign that makes use of a
translucent screening; prohibited in the Town of Vail, excluding Government Signs.

INSCRIPTION, MASONRY: Fhe-rame-and/or-date-of-a-building-etehed-into-masenry. Any

text or numeral etched into masonry.




NONCONFORMING SIGN: Any advertising-structure-or sign that was approved by the town
of Vail, and erected and maintained prior to the enactment of this title and any amendments

thereto, but that fails to conform to all applicable regulations and restrictions of this title.

OFF PREMISES SIGN:-Any-sign-that relates-to-or-advertises products,-services-oruses;
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OPEN HOUSE: The period of time during which a specific-forsale-erforrentproperty

property is actively listed for sale, as evidenced by such parcel's listing in a multiple

listing service or other real estate listing service, and is open for viewing by potential buyers




OPEN HOUSE SIGN: A temporary sign used in association with a property conducting an

open house.

sighageprohibited-in-thetown-ofVai- including but not limited to, Scotchlite®, Day-

Glo®, glass and luminous paint.

lettersnumbersfigures.orother symbolsdevices or representations. Any object,
device, display, structure, or fixture situated in the public view and involving graphics,
colors, symbols, written copy, or illumination and which is used to communicate,
advertise, draw attention to, or identify an object, person, institution, organization,
business, product, service, event, or location by any means including words, letters,

figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, colors, motion, illumination, or projected images.

SIGN, CONSTRUCTION: A-sigh-permitted-to-identify-a-projectunderconstruction-and-the
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temporary sign located on a parcel of property, on which construction activities of any

type are being actively performed.

SIGN, NEIGHBORHOOD: A sign located within common or jointly owned spaces in a

residential district.

SIGN, OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT:-A-sigh-thatis-sanctioned-by-thetown-of Vailferpublic
. . . . . . soses: A sign

erected, installed, or maintained by the Federal, State, County, or local government for
any purpose, including without limitation traffic direction, or a sign located on a building

owned by the Federal, State, County, or local government.

SIGN. PORTABLE: A-sigpnoererectedbwthnoermanentteedlocationatiachodtothe

beard-signs- A sign that is not permanently attached to the ground, a building, or a

structure. This does not include a vehicle mounted sign as defined herein.

SIGN, PRIVATE WARNING: A sign designed to warn others of specific dangers or

regulations on the property on which the sign is erected.




activitiesHft ticket salesskierand-guestservices: A sign for use within the town of

Vail’s ski base sign district.

futureportals-immediatelyadjacenttoa-skiHiftertow- For the purpose of regulating ski

base signs, any area within Vail’s Ski base sign district.




attached,or-displayed-onavehicle: A sign that is painted, attached to, or placed on a

vehicle or the bed of a trailer, when the vehicle or trailer is parked on a public right-of-
way or public property, or on private property so as to be visible from a public right-of-
way, for the primary purpose of advertising products or directing people to a business or
activity on the same or nearby premises, excluding a vehicle sign when the vehicle is

primarily used for business purposes other than advertising.

11-3-1 Administration of Sign Regulations:
A. Administrator:

2. Responsibilities: The administrator/staff shall be responsible for the duties prescribed
in this title, which entail the enforcement of the sign regulations. The administrator and
his/her designees shall have the right to enter on any site or to enter any structure
for the purpose of investigation or inspection related to any provision of this title,
provided that the right of entry shall be exercised only at reasonable hours and that
in no case shall any structure be entered in the absence of the owner or tenant

without the written order of a court of competent jurisdiction.



3. Enforcement: The administrator/staff may serve notice of violation and carry out
removal of any sign in violation of this title, on the owner or his/her authorized agent,
or atenant, or on any other person who commits or participates in any violation of
this title. The administrator/staff may call upon the town attorney to institute necessary

legal proceedings and the chief of police and/or authorized agents to assist in the

enforcement of this title.




11-5-2 Design Guidelines:
Any sign erected within the town of Vail should:

A. Be consistent with the scale and architecture already present in the town: Sign location,
configuration, destgr mounting structure and framing design, and size should be aesthetically
harmonious with the mountain setting and the alpine village atmosphere of the town.

E. Use creative graphics and lettering: The creative use of depth, relief, shading, three-
dimensional projections and other pleasing textural qualities is generally encouraged. Fhe
j i i i ing- Three-
dimensional projections shall not be calculated as part of total sign area, butthe-size;placement;
and-style-of the projections-shall be subject to design review.

11-5-3 Design Standards:

B. Colors: Fluorescent, Day-Glo® and neon colors are prohibited, unless the owner of the
sign has a copyright to such color.

+H. Placement On Public Property: Signs shall be constructed on private property outside of the
town right of way and shall not project onto the town right of way except when permitted under a
licensing agreement or a revocable right of way permit issued from the town of Valil.

&l. Sign Inspection: Each sign for which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by
the staff.



11-5-4 Sign Measurement:

D-Menu-Boxes-And Display Boxes: Menu-and Display boxes shall be measured by the area
of the outside dimensions of the box, including framing.

11-6-2: Sign Districts:

A. Sign district 1 (SD 1): All of Vail except for property zoned ABD, CC3, and PA-2.

B. Sign district 2 (SD 2): All property zoned ABD, CC3, and PA-2 (West Vail and Cascade
Crossing).

C. Sigh-District 3(Sb3)West VailHnterchange (CDOTright-of-way)--Ski Base Overlay
Sign District (SBO): Properties that are a part of the Ski Base Area as defined by the Ski

Base overlay map.

11-6-3: Business Signs:
A. Business ldentification Signs:
1. Business identification-signs in sign district 1 (SD 1):

a. Number: Each business shall be allowed one business identification sign per
public entrance.

b. Area: The allowable area of each business identification sign shall be up to
SiX (6) square feet At—thed%emﬂen@f—theudes&mewew—bea#d—a

c. Height: Projecting and awning signs shall have a minimum clearance of eight
feet (8') above pedestrian-ways and a minimum clearance of fifteen feet (15"
above vehicular-ways. No part of any business identification sign shall
extend more than twenty-five feet (25') above existing grade.



d. Location: Business identification signs shall be located on the business
frontage.

e. Type Of Sign: Business identification signs shall not be freestanding.
2. Business identifieation signs in sign district 2 (SD 2):

a. Number: Each business shall be allowed one business identification sign per
business frontage with a maximum of three (3) per business.

b. Area: The combined area of allowed business identification signs is based on
the combined business frontages, and is as follows:

Combined Total
Business Frontages Sign Area
0 feet - 12.99 feet 10 square feet
13 feet - 24.99 feet 14 square feet
25 feet - 49.99 feet 20 square feet
50 feet - 74.99 feet 30 square feet
75 feet - 99.99 feet 40 square feet
100 feet plus 50 square feet

c. Height: Projecting and awning signs shall have a minimum clearance of eight
feet (8') above pedestrian-ways and a minimum clearance of fifteen feet (15")
above vehicular-ways. No part of any business identification sign shall extend
more than twenty-five feet (25') above existing grade.

d. Location: Business identification signs shall be located on the business
frontage.

e. Type Of Sign: Business identification signs shall not be freestanding.

B. Display Boxes (SD1 And SD 2):

3. Height: The height of the highest part of the display box shall not extend more than six
feet (6') from above existing grade.




E. Window Signs (SD 1 And SD 2):

2. Area: The area of any all window signs shall not exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the
area of the window in which s they are placed, with a maximum size per window sign
of six (6) square feet. Mullions that are more than twelve inches (12") wide shall be
considered window separators, thereby signifying a separate "window area". Sale-sighs;



4. Special Provisions: Signs placed inside of a business, within three feet (3') of a

window and visible from the outside, ircluding:-but-notlimited-to-sale-sighs;
business-operation-signs—and-openiclosed-sighs; shall be counted toward total
window sign area.




11-6-4: Building Identification Signs:

A. Description: A

oewner- All building signs shall comply with the regulations listed herein and shall also be
subject to review by the design review board, which reviews signage based on the
criteria in chapter 5 of this title.

The total area allowed for building identification signage in both sign district 1 and sign
district 2 includes the total number of its building signs, each measured differently,
according to the type of building identification sign, and varies according to building
frontage (see following tables).




A. Quantity: A maximum of two (2) flags per property.

B. Size: Flags are not to exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area. This is the size of
the Town’s international flags, but we do display some larger ones as well, should be
able to exempt these as government signs.

C. Height:

1. Clearance: Flags shall have a minimum clearance of eight (8) feet when
projecting over public walkways and a minimum clearance of fifteen (15) feet
when projecting over vehicular streets.

2. No flagpole shall be higher than twenty-five (25) feet within the Town of Vail.
This is the height of Vail’s international flags, but the Town has poles up to 40ft.

D. Commercial Flags: Flags used for the advertisement of any business, product, or
service are subject to DRB review.

E. Non-Commercial Flags: Flags not used for the advertisement of any business,
product, or service are exempt from DRB review, unlimited in number, but must conform
to all dimensional standards. Flagpoles and other mounting structures require a building
permit.

F. Special Events: Flags used for the purpose of promoting community activities or the
sponsors thereof shall be exempt from the application procedure described in this title
and shall instead be subject to the requirements associated with acquiring a Special
Events Permit from the Town of Vail.




1. Size: Size shall not exceed one-half (1/2) square foot per single-famiy-or-duplex
structure-or-one-half (1/2) square-footforeach-multi-family-unit dwelling unit.

2. Height: No part of the sign shall extend above eight feet (8") frem above existing
grade.

5. Design: WaII mounted freestandlng or prOJectlng/hanglng subject to design review.

me#e4+wng4a—nﬁs—§u—ﬁher—sue#8tructures havmg three (3) or more I|V|ng unlts may

have one exterior-wal-mounted-nameplate residential sign directory, provided that
the individual nrameplates signs of the directory are of a standard design and size. Al




| ondecaning: Subi esian review.

11-7-3: Neighborhood Signs:

A. Description: In all residential zone districts, any property or portion of a property
under common ownership or management shall be allowed additional signage within the
area under common ownership or management. The common space must be common to
more than 4 units to qualify for a neighborhood sign.

B. Number: One (1) sign per curb cut accessing the common space.

C. Area: Combined area of all neighborhood signs shall not exceed twenty (20) square
feet.

D. Height: No part of a neighborhood sign shall extend more than eight feet (8°) above
finished grade.

11-7-6 11-7-4: Construction Signs:

IA. Area: Inallresidential zone districts; the area-of any-construction-sign-shal-not
exceed-eight{8)squarefeetInallotherzone distriets; The area of any construction sign
shall not exceed twenty(20) eight (8) square feet. with-a-horizontal dimension-no-greater
than-ten-feet- (104

2B. Height: The top of a construction sign shall be no higher than eight feet (8" frem above
grade.

3C. Number: One (1) sign per approved construction site entrance.

4-D. Location: Construction signs shall be mounted parallel and flush to the building wall or
construction fence adjacent to the street or major pedestrianway to which the construction site
abuts.

5-E. Lighting: Not permitted.

6-F. Type Of Sign: Construction signs shall not be freestanding signs.
. ian: Subi losi o

9-G. Display Duration: Construction signs may be displayed upon issuance of the associated
building permit(s) and shall be removed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.




H. Construction signs must comply with the current building code adopted by the Town
of Vail and any other relevant state or federal law.




11-7-8 11-7-5: Entertainment Theater Signs:

Theaters and movie/media rental business will be allowed three (3) poster in the front window at
any one time. The allowable area of each entertainment theater sign may be up to eight (8)
square feet, subject to design review approval.

Entertainmentsignsfortheaters Theater signs may be electronic signs. When used as an

entertainment a theater sign, the illumination levels of an electronic sign must be adjusted to
the ambient light conditions and be no brighter than is necessary for clear and adequate
visibility. When used as an-entertainment a theater sign, electronic signs shall not emit light
between the hours of eleven o'clock (11:00) P.M. and seven o'clock (7:00) A.M. the following
day.

parcel's listing in a multiple listing service or other real estate listing service, one
(1) temporary sign is allowed.



3-B. Location: An Open House Sign is allowed at a street corner on the street from
which the main entrance to the property is accessed. It must be placed in a
manner to not obstruct the flow of traffic or impede in the safe usage of the Right-
of-Way.

4-C. Area: The area of any-single-on-sHe-open-housesign-orvehicutardirectional

open house sign shall not exceed three (3) square feet.

5-D. Height:-The height of any sirgle-on-site-open-housesigh-orvehicular
directional-open house sign shall not exceed-five-feet(55-four feet (4’) as measured
from the top of the sign to the grade at the base of the sign.

6-E. Display Duration: This sign is only allowed during the period of time when the
property is open for viewing to the public without an appointment (aka an “open
house”).

may only be displayed between eight o'clock (8:00) A.M. and eight o'clock (8:00)
P.M. on a daily basis.

11-7-11 11-7-7: Balloons:



11-7-14 11-7-8: Public Parking and Loading Signs for Private Property:

A. Description: A public parking and loading sign is permitted for private properties which
provide "public unstructured parking" or "public parking structures" as defined by section 12-2-2,
"Definitions Of Words And Terms", of this code, with a minimum of twenty five (25) parking
spaces and/or loading bays for use by the public. These public parking spaces must be above
and beyond the requirements of title 12, chapter 10, "Off Street Parking And Loading", of this
code.




11-7-15-11-7-9: Ski Base Area Signs:

A. Description: These regulations apply to all signs erected within the ski base areas. Fhese

advantage to on mountain commercial uses.
7 1 I ina: Subi losi o
8. Special Provisions:

a- A sign program is required in accordance with the provisions of chapter 8 of
this title.




11-7-10: Restaurant Signs:

A. Description: Additional signage allowed for all eating and drinking establishments
within the Town of Vail, subject to the following standards.

B. Display Boxes:

1. Number: Each business shall be allowed up to two (2) display boxes per
business frontage, per subsection C5 of this section.

2. Area: Businesses shall be allowed up to six (6) square feet of display box area
per business frontage. No single display box shall exceed six (6) square feet, and
no business frontage shall display more than six (6) square feet of display box
area.

3. Height: The height of the highest part of the display box shall not extend more
than six feet (6') above existing grade.

4. Location: Display boxes shall be displayed on the business frontage.
C. Specials Boards:

1. Number: Businesses shall be allowed one specials board per business
frontage.

2. Area: Specials boards shall not exceed three (3) square feet.

3. Height: The height of the highest part of the specials board shall not extend
more than six feet (6") above existing grade.

4. Location: Specials boards shall be attached to menu boxes, except where the
administrator determines there is a practical difficulty by making the following



findings, in which case the specials board may be attached to a wall or deck
railing on the business frontage:

a. That there exists no ability to attach the specials board to the menu box
in the existing or proposed location of the menu box; and

b. That there exists no ability to relocate the existing or proposed menu
box to a location that meets the requirements of this title, and allows for
attachment of the specials board to the menu box.

11-7-11: Additional Temporary Signage:

A. Description: Each property within the Town of Vail shall be allowed, without a permit,
one (1) additional temporary sign, subject to the following standards.

B. Size: No temporary sign shall not be greater than three (3) square feet in area.

C. Height: No part of a freestanding sign shall extend above four (4) feet above the
finished grade.

D. Design: Temporary signage falling under this provision shall be freestanding or
window signs.

E. Timeframe: No sign falling under this provision shall be displayed for more than
fourteen (14) days per year. Additional Temporary signage may only be displayed
between eight o’clock (8:00) A.M. and eight o’clock (8:00) P.M. on a daily basis.

11-9-1: Exempt Signs:

G-B. Government signs and signs erected by government employees in the course of their
work, including directional signs, to control traffic or for other regulatory purposes;

mural that has received approval by the Art in Publlc Places Board;

E D. Temporary decorations or dlsplays When they are commonly associated with any natlonal
local or religious hollday, .




G. Private Warning Signs

11-9-2: Prohibited Signs:

E. Any sign advertising-for a business or service having been vacated for ninety (90) or more
days. This provision does not apply to permanent signs accessory to seasonal businesses,
provided there is clear intent to continue operation of the business;

N. Vehicular signs as defined by this Title.



