LOGAN SQUARE BLUE LINE
EQUITABLE TRANSIT-ORIENTED
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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INTRODUCTION

)
)

What is this
magazine? And what
are we supposed

to do with it?
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For more than a year, the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning (CMAP) has been working with Palenque LSNA,
and the residents and businesses of Logan Square to create
a plan for equitable development around the Logan Square
Blue Line station. Through conversations and
collaboration, this planning effort has identified strategies
that can carry out the community's vision for the area. This
magazine illustrates those recommendations to encourage
neighborhood discussion about the plan and process.

This is also a new communication tool CMAP is using to
engage folks in the planning process, and your feedback is
welcomed and appreciated!

Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning



ARTS AND GUL TURE‘

Logan Square will continue to build
neighborhood character through the
celebration of the community’s history
and diverse culture through the
performing, visual, and creative arts.




GOAL, Logan Square will provide ample

‘ = opportunity for creative expression and
access to cultural experiences to enhance
local quality of life and health.

Build relationships
among Logan Square
social justice and
social service
organizations, and area
arts and culture
organizations to
ensure that cultural
representation and
inclusion manifest in
program offerings and

events.

Community Art Studio

n- 0 A W,

Provide a platform for
and visibility to artists
who focus on immigrant
life to elevate and
support their crafts and
facilitate creative
expression of the
immigrant experience in
Logan Square.

Connect artists and culture makers
with opportunities to carry out
programs in new spaces and venues
and with new partners.




Intentionally use arts and
culture events to unite
longtime community
residents with new
residents across the divides
of race, language, class,
income, background and
culture.

Community Art Studio

¥Build partnerships with those e

who operate or program
| community venues and spaces mm
to bring cultural offerings to
populations who face barriers
mmm [0 access and might feel
unwelcome in more traditional
cultural spaces.
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GOA‘ « Logan Square will promote and provide equitable
® access to arts and culture

Promote awareness and _
appreciation for the value of &=
the city’s cultural sector—its

current and historical
contributions—to residents
and those beyond Chicago's
borders.

Ensure all Chicagoans have
access to robust, relevant and |
joyful arts education and to
creative workforce
opportunities at every stage of
their lives.



COMMUNITY IDENTITY

Logan Square will strengthen its identity
by centering a culture of inclusion and
celebration of the neighborhood’s history,
diversity, and culture.




GOA‘ . Logan Square will be a strong, vital community
»= with a strong sense of community that centers a
sense of belonging for all residents, especially
immigrants and those who are vulnerable to
displacement and gentrification.

Express both the
past and the present
in community
spaces, events, and
area businesses so
that former, current,
and future residents
feel “seen,” valued,
and welcome.
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#/% Recognize, honor, preserve and:"yl
\ celebrate the diverse heritage of
& Logan Square residents through

B identity has changed over time

= \ith development, gentrification
V ',

, the population and community ’

the built environment and

events - fully recognizing that i’%
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and displacement.
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Improve public spaces

(like La Placita) to have

seating, programming,

and artwork that is

inspired by and

expresses the culture of

\ Black and Latinx

G“ residents.

Support anti-
displacement efforts “,’ ‘
that preserve ]
independent “legacy
businesses” that
reflect the diversity

of the community.
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Logan Square will preserve the strength, resiliency,
= and identity of the neighborhood’s culture

and history that made
Logan Square an
attraction to new

, residents and visitors. 4«

Incorporate unique
streetscaping elements
(i.e., public art, benches, 5
lighting, signage) along the
corridor that respectfully | *
reflect the cultureand i
history of Logan Square :

Engage artists, creative businesses,
and cultural organizations to
advance the quality of life in Logan
Square in a manner that respects all
cultures and perspectives who live
and work there past, present, and
future
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HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Logan Square will build up local capacity
to access fresh food, manage physical and
mental health, and foster a clean,
sustainable environment.




GOA L' Logan Square will achieve food security.

Provide students

with healthy,

. Support local food
consistent meals.

businesses and
Entreprenuers

Provide information about
local gardens, groceries, food
pantries, and truck and cart
vendors that community
members can access for fresh Leverage church

produce and food spaces to create

food pantries
Convert vacant lots ‘

I
. to to garden spaces
- that offer fresh
= producetothe
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G a A l ., Logan Square will actively address prevalent
health issues in the community.

training to the
community

Include nutritional
E programming in public
/ﬁ schools and establish a
garden-to-kitchen

system to provide
accessible healthy

Ensureproposedand L Lt produce options for

future parks and T Y students
outdoor spaces : sy
provide for physical
activity and passive
recreation

Advocate for
Mental Health
Resources in
Logan Square '\_

!

Make biking and other modes
of transportation more
affordable and accessible




Use the 2018 feasibility
study, conducted by
Elevated Chicago and the
Center for Neighborhood
Technology, to address
flooding and other
environmental concerns,
and guide implementable
solutions.
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GOA‘ ., Logan Square will have cleaner air and
= lessened flooding in the community

Use CMAP’s Community
Area Emissions Summary as
a baseline to establish
appropriate benchmarks
and action steps that can
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions now and into the
future.

[i"’Coordinate with the local ward

B to identify blocks to implement

-

g
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.

. Chicago’s Green Alley program as part

' of a local pilot program. The Green
B8 Alley program, which began in 2001, is
an environmentally friendly initiative

that identifies improvements to
address rainwater that collects in

alleys and floods surrounding areas
A




NEIGHBORHOOD SPAGES

Logan Square will provide safe and
accessible community spaces to improve
public health, celebrate culture,
encourage commerce, support youth, and
embrace immigrants.
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Build upon ongoing
efforts to create open
spaces around the CTA
Blue Line Logan Square

Station, including efforts
like La Placita and the
redesign of the station

canopy.

Community Art Studio

G 0 A l ., Logan Square will build a safe and accessible
= network of community spaces that provide

opportunities for health, recreation,

commerce, and culture.

W,
Ve :ig.;'
Capitalize on new open
space opportunities, such
as the rotary redesign and

market plaza, the Mega

Mall north and south
sites, and the Grace
United/Unity Park site.




GOA‘ ., Logan Square will provide a network of

= schools and youth spaces with opportunities
that honor culture, support mental health,
nurture restorative justice, and encourage
community stewardship.

2 mental Build upon current &

efforts to advance

Hea|th* the La Cultura Cura
matte I'S concept that provide

for culturally and
historically relevant
school curricula.

~ Establish a
restorative justice

cohort in local high
Emphasize

language and
literacy in early
childhood
programming.

Coordinate with local schools to
shift from transitional bilingual

education to dual language.




Create a strategic plan that
advances a sustainable and
culturally aware school ecosystem,
including support of neighborhood
schools, targeted teacher
recruitment, active student
councils, and a community-driven
elected school board.

Work with youth to help
express community identity
from their perspectives and

incorporate their needs in
he design of public spaces.

Continue to advance
the neighborhood’s
strong leadership

programs for youth,
parents, and emerging
community leaders.




GOA‘ ., Logan Square will be a safe and welcoming
‘ = neighborhood for immigrants.

Coordinate public
art and
neighborhood
spaces to tell the
immigrant story in
Logan Square.
Create safe and
intentional spaces
centered around
. immigrant
. connectedness and
obile commerce.

Build upon ongoing efforts
to support immigrant rights
and provide immigration
services.



HOUSING

Logan Square will preserve neighborhood
affordability and diversity through a wide
range of housing options.




GOA‘ . Logan Square will establish a relationship
»= and join other organizations to address

Help lift the state ban
on rent control
options for
municipalities.

community housing issues.

Reform the

property tax

assessment
system.

Help
residents
conduct
property tax
appeals.

A
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Work to pass a Just
Cause for Evictions

ordinance to
protect renters.




G 0 A l ., Logan Square will collect and disseminate data

about local housing and collaborate with
parther community-based organizations; and
create a main location to house the different
data points and community indicatives

Pass the 606
Affordable
Residential Area
Preservation
Ordinance.

stabllsh Community™
Driven Zoning in all
wards in Logan
Square and Hermosa
neighborhoods.
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Require a mix of
product types to
serve various

can be purchased or
rented at market
price ranges and
affordable housing
price ranges.

incomes.




G 0 A l . Logan Square will create an affordable

housing task force across the multiple
surrounding wards to give feedback on
any new development proposals.

Create a partnership with the

City’s Department of Housing
and follow new housing project
creations.

Identify the connection
between housing and
development issues and
address residential

displacement risks.

&
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Mandate the inclusion of larger
unit types (two bedrooms or
more) to better preserve
affordable housing options for
families.

C
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GOAL. Logan Square will maintain housing
‘ = affordability and choicesand support the
establishment of a community-led land trust.

Leverage the requirements of
<= the Connected Communities
' Ordinance to preserve
affordable housing and limit the
conversion of two- to four-flats
into single-family homes.

Advocate for and develop '
more affordable housing units
to ensure residents stay in the

community and the
community continues to

welcome new immigrants. )
Explore housing

cooperatives as an
alternative to
housing affordability
and ownership

Maintain diverse
housing options for
young people,

< families, and

seniors.
N Make use of tools, such as the

Community Land Trust — Here to Stay,
to prevent displacement, preserve
affordable housing, and promote
home ownership, especially for those
who are most vulnerable to
displacement from rising property

| Preserve home ownership and
rental options that naturally

i are affordable. \ values and taxes.
A Nl
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(N .
\ Continue to seek

funding and
partnerships.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Logan Square will advance an equitable
environment of commerce and
entrepreneurship that supports small
businesses, legacy businesses, and
business owners of color.




GOA‘ ., Logan Square will support small businesses
= and tenants by promoting existing policies,
best practices, and anti-displacement
incentive programs.

Provide financial incentives to create
and keep businesses owned by legacy
owners and business owners of color.
|
|ldentify existing
policies, best
practices and, anti-
displacement
incentive programs

/ for small businesses

and tenants.

¢ 1= Prioritize the

implementation of anti-

F (-l displacement measures.

gan sSquare

Lo

Create policies that

N
)\ displacement of
N / ABITEEES el Doing business in Logan Square
@ tenants. for over 50 years!

— Host local hiring fairs
that can generate
| reinvestment in the

Logan Square

community > BUSINESSES <
C~Y~9
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e "i’: for longtime businesses and

G 0 A l ., Logan Square will support legacy business
owners and business owners of color.

Create permanent financial
programs to support
business owners and help

|dentify criteria them compete.

that qualifies
"legacy
businesses".

i r.”' Preserve affordable,

g i trusted essential =% Advocate for acommon

businesses like 5 space that allows these
laundromats and
daycares. advertise produce, including
= b the Logan Square Farmers
R @ oy S Market and independent
s markets.

Create resource guides, o g i
such as grants, support o

groups, and programming, =
Promote a mix of
businesses, shops and
restaurants that are
relevant, appeal to and are

i*’ business owners of color

|

accessible to a wide
diversity of residents from
different cultures and of
differentincome levels.

i




G 0 A l ., Logan Square will encourage and enforce anti-
‘ = displacement strategies for businesses treasured

by the community.

Logan Square will create comfortable community
gathering spaces to support local businesses.

Identify businesses that Identify current anti-

may need assistance, displacement

financial or otherwise. strategies already in
~ : place.

g Work with vacant § : ) ' Cnkd? Prom
L5 Build a culturally 1 0 .ote
lot owners to : community land
empowering :
create temporary Eig ownership to

: # = gathering space for | : e

pop-up business & & provideaspace &
= local vendors to sell & W

\ spaces. i - duct & for Logan Square's g *
e — product. b
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o
| AGGESS AND MOBILITY

Logan Square will provide for safe
mobility, equitable access, and reliable

service for all ages, abilities, and
transportation choices.
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G 0 A l ., Logan Square will advocate for safer
= conditions for pedestrians and cyclists.

Push for slower

traffic speeds in

perceived high-
speed areas.

Yl

BIKE LANE

108

Create clear and
culturally relevant
wayfinding signage.

Continue to maintain
sidewalks and bike
lanes, such as fixing

potholes.

Build protected bike
lanes on roads with
high vehicular speeds.



G 0 A l ., Logan Square will address safety and
= reliability concerns for CTA services.

Place high-definition
LED signage at bus
stops that depict

accurate arrival times.

Install an additional
elevator at the Logan
Square Blue Line stop.

Build bus shelters to keep
riders safe and
comfortable along routes
that experience delays.

Approach CTA with
concerns surrounding
ghost buses and
trains.




Logan Square will provide for a street network that

G UAL' allows for efficient car travel within a safe,
welcoming environment for all users, regardless of

mode of transport.

o o AN
& A A
Coordinate with Vision Zero Chicago to
create realistic and implementable Advocate for crossing
solutions to high-traffic-crash areas to guards at high-speed
eliminate fatalities and injuries that intersections with no

result from traffic crashes. traffic signals or signs

Promote car sharing programs such Redesign Logan Square traffic
as Avail and GetAround to decrease calming and other strategies to
the number of overall vehicle make it more friendly to

ownership in Logan Square pedestrians.




THANK YOU

Thank you to every single person who has
participated in this process. This would not be
possible without you — the community!

For questions and feedback, please reach out to
Cindy Cambray, CMAP senior planner and project
manager, at ccambray@cmap.illinois.gov.

Scan the QR code to learn more about the Logan
Square Blue Line Equitable Transit-Oriented
Development Plan and the process.

Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning



