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OUR PARKS, OUR PLACES
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Community input is an essential part of the planning process for Our Parks, Our Places: A Plan for Aurora’s Parks,
Recreation and Open Space! Today you will learn about the master plan process, existing system gaps and needs,
survey feedback, and guiding principles for the Master Plan!

Here's how you can help shape the future of Aurora’s Parks, Recreation, and Open Space (PROS):
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OPEN HOUSE GOALS

@ P HAVE FUN learning about your
| V// Aurora Parks, Recreation and

\ Open Space system!
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Ask any questions along the
way - we are here for youl
Interpreters are available!

Tell us what you want to see in
the future!
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1.2 CREATING AN EQUITABLE
SYSTEM IN AURORA

Creacion de un sistema equitativo en Aurora e Aurora0ffjA] STA Ql= A|AEI J13£5}7]
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WHERE ARE THE HIGH NEED b j} .ﬂ;
POPULATIONS IN AURORA? N

About 1/5% of Aurora’s
census tracts rank “high”
on the CDC's Social
Vulnerability Index”

1-‘:
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*Social vulnerability is the degree to

which a community is unable to prevent

suffering and loss in the event of a
disruption or disaster.

VULNERABILITY INDEX
@ high

medium

low

SOCIAL VULNERABILITY FACTORS*

These maps represent a selection of all datasets included in the full Social Vulnerability Index.

Poverty Housing Burden Youth + Older Adult Population Disability People of Color
(Darker = Higher Number of (Darker = Higher Number of (Darker = Higher Number of (Darker = Higher Number of (Darker = Higher Non-White
Households Below Poverty Disproportionately Burdened People Aged 17 or Younger or Households with One or More Population)
Level) Households) 65 or Older) Persons with a Disability)
Strengthen Connectivity to PROS Assets Meet Evolving Needs of the Community Create Opportunities for Lifelong Education
Ensure equitable access and connectivity throughout Promote inclusive and diverse programming, recreation, and Provide facilities and programs for all ages to promote life-long
the PROS system for all communities. Collaborate with amenities. Enhance communication to foster healthy living, learning, health and discovery to help the community expand
organizations and public agencies representative of the community building, and opportunities for all. their knowledge of the PROS system and resources.

many communities that make up Aurora.

Serve as Stewards to Our Environment Provide Welcoming and Safe Spaces Proactively Invest in the Present and Future
Preserve and enrich Aurora’s natural habitats and Promote safety in PROS parks, recreation centers, and Invest in sustainable growth to continually improve the
ecosystems through the design of sustainable landscapes open space. Provide a diverse, welcoming, and safe quality of the existing assets while creating new, welcoming
and educational programs. Be transparent, accountable, experience for the community. destinations for all. Lead with efficient practices in

and committed to responsible management. operations and maintenance when planning for the present

and future of PROS.




2.1  STRENGTHEN CONNECTIVITY
TO PROS ASSETS

Reforzar la conectividad con los activos de PROS ® NEaF (182 E, Aix=sial, flR FH 0 EE T
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PARK ACCESSIBILITY

56% of Aurora

residents live within
10-minute walking
distance to parks

“Some parks are only, or mainly, accessible
via the neighborhood surrounding or adjacent
to it. Recommend better identified access”
(Survey 2)

‘| feel most of the parks are accessible except
for people with the most severe disabilities.”
(Survey 2)

- Areas of population with
park access in a 10-minute

- Pocket park

- Neighborhood park

Community park

- Special use park
Regional park

8% of the high-density
residential population
do not live within a
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Miles

10-minute walking
distance to parks and
open spaces

“Safer and more formal access to trails from
neighborhoods, like the High Line Canal”
(Survey 2)

“More connectivity between the multi-use
paths, homes, businesses and schools”
(Survey 2)

50% of Aurora

residents live within

10-minute walking
- distance to open
- Elgrgzilition area s pa Ces
B Greenway & Greenbelt
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2.2 MEETEVOLVING NEEDS OF
THE COMMUNITY

Satisfacer las necesidades cambiantes de la comunidad ® #ELXFE R BN AERIS RS
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Survey Q13: What is your Survey Q6: Whataresome PUBLIC
favorite type of special event? barriers that prevent you from

using the PROS system today? FEEDBACK

27%

ADA
24% NEED EOR ACCESSIBILITY '
__Neebror  ACCET erance,  What We've Heard
6% X MUST TRAVEL

21%

“Sports event scheduling should be
mindful of religious attendance, needs
on Sunday mornings especially”

18% 17% TOO Ei(:o/ENSIVE

“More cultural relevant public events!”

eighborhood Events
Events

Competitive/
Sports Events

“Winter park spaces such as areas with

Citywide Holiday Events
Citywide Cultural
Age Specifi

OVERCROWDED SAFETY rentable fire pits, or solar heaters. Lots
° CONCERNS . :
e of events happen at city center, having
some winter spaces for rent here would
be useful for people to rent/use to keep
INADEQUATE FACILITIES . . 1"
FOR MY INTERESTS community gathering all year

19%

o “Expanded programs to include
Tel I us how We Co U Id Im p rave all residents of the City. Improved
and diverse communications
regarding what is available”

events and programs?

“More volunteer
opportunities to come
together to clean parks,
include people of all
backgrounds”

Program
parks at night
to promote

“Youth outreach and
increased diversity of
activities and events”



https://engageaurora.org/embeds/projects/16385/quick-poll/15635

Survey Q7: What barriers keep you from participating in recreation programs
sponsored by Aurora Parks, Recreation and Open Space? PUBLIC

CHOR O

13 5 mentions of 154 mentions of 13 5 mentions that 176 mentions of ‘I would love to see discounted life skills

classes for teens like cooking”

What We've Heard

needing more “time” programs being too Aurora “(Does not) offer not “know(ing)” what
options “expensive” activities I'm interested programs and parks are
in” and of a need for more available “Expand classes. Language classes,
programs/classes basic sewing classes, gardening”

WHICH BARRIERS SHOULD PROS WORK TO ADDRESS FIRST?  "Walking paths, outdoor yoga in various

parks, more after school activities or
early evening classes”

Place three stickers next to your top three priorities

“Better, more interesting classes.
Classes like Disaster Prep, Class

Don't Classes Do not offer Safety and Poor Programs are Need Need Programs do about Drones, UFO Slghtlngs etc.
know what offered at activities I'm security are  equipmentor too expensive childcare transportation not meet my Interesting & fun things"
programs are inconvenient interestedin concerns facilities accessibility
offered times needs

“Exercise classes.., Yoga,
pilates, adult and kid tai
kwondo or similar self
defense classes”

“Awider variety of
options and different
times for activities.”


https://engageaurora.org/embeds/projects/16385/quick-poll/15636

2.4 SERVE AS STEWARDS TO

OUR ENVIRONMENT

Servir de guardianes de nuestro medio ambiente ® I FIFIREEHrIIFEERE
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The High Line Canal Trail is the longest trail
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" NATURAL CORRIDORS . _ _ e
(12.7 miles), 11.5 miles of which is contiguous. [l | 7 e need nature-basea reciproca
B TRAILS NETWORK - activities to give back to nature”
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Kid Naturalist Program

Art Creation in Nature

Natural Film Club

Nature Camp

Bird Walk

...And Many More!
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“Just more open space! We have
nesting bald eagles in many of our
open spaces, and they are disturbed
by commercial business”

“More trails for hiking and cycling.
Connect the Aurora residential trails
to the E470 trails”

we Trail (over 10 miles)
Trail (1-10 miles)
Trail (under 1 mile)
Bicycle Lane

- Open Space (Greenway/Green-
belt/Natural Conservation Areq)

More than 65 trails are less than
1 mile in length and disconnected

Ecologically-Sensitive Area

B o .
o . from the larger system. This
iver Corridor .
B Foodway creates opportunities to connect

across neighborhoods and nature.
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HOW DO WE PRIORITIZE IMPROVEMENTS TO MAKE
PROS SPACES MORE WELCOMING?

PHYSICAL DESIGN

R

|
|

Universal design that support all physical abilities and ages Diversity in form, color, and texture of landscape elements Well-lit public space with adequate lighting

PROGRAMMING & OPERATIONS

<= L6 Martinez park
Parque Lee Martine;

<= Poudre Trail
Ruta Poudre Trail

< Downfown
Centro ™

Park activation through all-day programming

MAINTENANCE

Well-maintained facilities Lower response times for maintenance requests More frequent restroom maintenance

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

Enhance civic pride and ownership through involvement in Enhance multilingual communication and marketing Create additional community volunteer opportunities
park design

FORMAL & INFORMAL SURVEILLANCE
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Initiate more security measures Increase visibility with clear sightlines Support volunteer neighborhood watch groups

OTHER IDEAS TO MAKE SPACES MORE WELCOMING?



https://engageaurora.org/embeds/projects/16385/quick-poll/15656

PROACTIVELY INVEST IN THE

PRESENT AND FUTURE

Invertir proactivamente en el presente y el futuro ¢ (1AUT 4G (@LLE AL N1+ A0t £E&CT
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How PROS is Funded Today Y 'HOW WOULD YOU
How does the yearly budget break down? INVEST IN THE

CONSERVATION DESIGNATED
PARKS, RECREATION
AURORA GENERAL FUND AND OPEN SPACE 4%

TRUST ¢ REVENUES F UTU RE?

|
LEGAL
6%

RECREATION
GENERAL 31%

33%
LEGISLATIVE

1% OPEN
GOLF  SPACE
% COURSE | 13% s
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CAPITAL & OTHER OGeT 2023 %

TRANSFERS
18%

PLANNING &

DEVELOPMENT

SERVICES
1%

FIRE
17%
\' DISPATCH

2%

HOUSING &
COMMUNITY /

SERVICES
o0, LIBRARY &

CULTURAL SERVICES
1%

Opportunities for Growth

What comes next for Aurora PROS?
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of all land

in Aurora is
considered
undeveloped :

‘ PROS-Owned
Undeveloped Parcels

Aurora Undeveloped
Parcels

What We've Heard

Feedback from your neighbors!

Survey Ql: What are the most
important park improvments
needed in the Aurora PROS system?

Upgrade existing parks, recreation
facilities, paths and open spaces

Acquire and protect land for
natural open space

Expand and develop the regional
trails system

Develop a multi-purpose
indoor recreation center



https://engageaurora.org/embeds/projects/16385/quick-poll/15657

S WHERE WE'RE HEADED

Hacia déonde nos dirigimos + 22| X|2Fd « ¢+ A1L2407
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Eli'i','-'.l: We want to hear from youl
g e
E;&‘ 5 Scanthe QR Code
b1i22  and Stay Connected!

WHAT'S NEXT IN PHASE 3?

[=]
Draft Equity Tool Development

The tool will focus on park access and needs surrounding
park amentities and facilities in inform future decision- NEXT STEPS FOR
TONIGHT...

making processes.

Draft Strategy Recommendations Follow up and get involved

We will refine the recommendations for addressing

the gaps/needs identified by the community input. The
recommendations will articulate Aurora’s prioritization and
address core objectives of the master plan.

in the planning process

through our events and

website!

Constant Community Engagement!

Keep an eye out for Aurora PROS out at community events
asking for feedback on our planning process. Sign up at
EngageAurora.org/AuroraParks to stay up to date.

. Please keep a flyer to

take home and share with
any friends or family or

reference later!
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