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Rapid Community 
Food Assessment 

survey results



Survey overview

● Gather feedback from community 

to inform our work

● Increase visibility of the Board

Goals
● Survey open March 28- April 30th

● Invited primarily through 

organizations and city and county 

platforms

● Participated online 

Detail
● Sample size (n) = 289 

● 65% City, 35% County residents

● 17% fewer than in 2022 (349 

people)

● Convenience sample

Sample



Respondent profile
County residents



Respondent profile
City residents



Respondent profile
Identify as consumers.

Are home or community 

gardeners.

Work in food distribution, 

retail, or service

87%

49%

19%

Work in agriculture.21%

2.5
Avg. household 

size



Respondent profile

4.3% Identified as being of Hispanic, Latinx, and/or 
Spanish origin



Respondent profile



Consumption patterns and behaviors 



Consumption patterns and behaviors 



Consumption patterns and behaviors 

● Don’t have the space
● Don’t produce enough waste
● Attracts wildlife
● Mobility



School meals

20% Have child/children attending 

public school in Missoula County

58% Of whom have kids who 

participate in school meals

93% Of whom have kids who eat 

school lunch (most at least one 

per week)

Comments on their child’s 
experience with school meals:

● Likes some things
● Overprocessed
● Not very satisfied
● Varied
● Glad there are choices, can 

preview menu in advance



School meals

● Free for all
● More fruits, veggies
● More local
● Larger portions



School meals

● Child doesn’t want to 
wait in line

● Child is picky
● Selection is poor, run 

out of options



Food access



Food access



Food access



Important issues
Food Access



Important issues
Farming and Agriculture

● All of the above
● Maintaining infrastructure for 

local ag 
● Support for independent 

farmers



Important issues
Missoula County Food 

System

● Development pressure on 
agland

● Loss of cultural cooking 
practices

● Lack of consumer 
education

● High cost of farmland
● Lack of healthy food 

options for kids



Food policy priorities



Changes to Missoula’s food system

Affordability & 
access to healthy, 
local food

Farmland 
preservation and/or 
affordability

More localized system
Increase education 
& awareness in/of 
food system

Increase access to 
culturally relevant 
food/food 
experiences

Increase access to 
composting &/or 
address food waste



Additional 
feedback 
and 
interest in 
FPAB

Comments on 
farmland/

development

Comments on 
affordability/ 

accessibility of 
food

Comments on 
enhancing local 

production/local 
economy



Questions?
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