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1 Vancouver has a total of 33,568 acres of which 31,194 acres comprise land area and 2,368 acres comprise water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Not all neighborhoods are labeled. Detailed maps are provided in the 2021 UTC Assessment Report 
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    Target RPI (1.00)   

Douglas fir  
(2,003 trees) 

1.19    

Western red cedar 
(515 trees) 

1.33 

Incense cedar 
(401 trees) 

0.94      

Bigleaf maple 
(378 trees) 

0.83      

Oregon white oak 
(277 trees) 

0.90     
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https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/01988/wdfw01988.pdf
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EXAMPLE INITIAL ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 
[CITY LOGO] 

[City of ####] Trees and Sidewalks Operations Plan  

Initial Street Tree and Sidewalk Assessment Checklist  

DATE 

Prepared By: 

The purpose of this document is to outline INITIAL ASSESSMENT for locations where sidewalk work is located 

within the dripline of an existing street tree.  

Project Location/Address  

Tree Species/Diameter  

Street Classification/Type  

Tree Asset Inventory ID  

Sidewalk Segment #  

Is this assessment along a 
corridor project? 

 

 

An [ENGINEER] and [ARBORIST] will look at the site and assess the condition of the sidewalk and the tree.  

If the tree has the following characteristics, it should be removed/replaced pursuant to SMC 15.43.030 (C): The 

City's policy is to retain and preserve street trees whenever possible. Accordingly, street tree removal shall not 

be permitted unless the Director determines that a street tree:    

1. Is a hazardous tree;    

2. Poses a public safety hazard;    

3. Is in such a condition of poor health or poor vigor that removal is justified; or    

4. Cannot be successfully retained, due to public or private construction or development conflicts.    

Initial Assessment 

1. Is the tree healthy and worthy of preservation?  

□ Yes 

□ No 

Describe:_______________________________________________________________________  

2. Poor Health – Is this tree in a condition of poor health or poor vigor that cannot be mitigated by any 

means other than removal? 

□ Yes 

□ No 

Describe:___________________________________________________________________ ____ 

3. Hazardous Tree— Defined in [CITY CODE CITATION] any tree or tree part that poses a high risk of 

damage to persons using, or property located in the public place, as determined by the [AUTHORITY] 

according to the tree hazard evaluation standards establ ished by the International Society of 

Arboriculture. 

□ Yes 

□ No 

Describe:_______________________________________________________________________  
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4. Minimum Standards—Is there enough space for a [6 foot wide sidewalk and a 5 foot wide] planting 

strip? 

□ Yes 

□ No 

Describe:_______________________________________________________________________  

5. Public Safety Hazard—Does the tree present a public safety hazard that cannot be mitigated by any 

means other than removal?  

• Does the tree location obstruct the visibility for  pedestrians, cyclists, and/or cars at an 

intersection? 

• Is the tree impacting a curb ramp such that it no longer meets City of [CITY] ADA requirements?  

• Is the tree potentially impacting private property?  

□ Yes 

□ No 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation for this tree :  

□ –Remove Tree / Replace Sidewalk  

A tree is identified to be removed if it is not healthy or if it is hazardous as identified in the Street Tree 

Ordinance.   

□ –Keep Tree and Maintain Sidewalk  

A tree will be kept and the sidewalk will be maintained if a sidewalk of standard width and a tree pit of 

standard width (at a minimum) can be installed or retained around a healthy tree.  

□ –Evaluate Sidewalk and/or Tree Further    

[DEPARTMENT] views trees and sidewalks as important public infrastructure assets. [DEPARTMENT] 

intends to keep healthy trees and have accessible sidewalks. If standard widths cannot be met then 

[DEPARTMENT] will take the time and resources to evaluate if alternative approaches (such as sidewalk 

width reduction, alternative sidewalk materials, adjustments to the tree pit and/or tree root pruning) 

can be used to retain a tree and provide an accessible sidewalk at problem locations.  

NEXT STEPS  

If Tree is REMOVED –Replace the removed tree with the minimum 2:1 replacement ratio. Identify if the 

replacement trees can be located in the same location or on the same street as the removed tree. If not, 

replacements should be planted as close to the removal as geographically feasible. Identify the estimated cost 

to remove the tree(s), repair the sidewalk, and plant replacement trees.  

 If Tree is KEPT –Estimate the cost of the sidewalk repair that would achieve the desired lifecycle for the repair. 

Estimate sidewalk and tree maintenance needs/costs and any maintenance to the tree that is being retained 

(e.g., root pruning, branch pruning, soil amendments).  

If EVALUATE Further – Use Tree and Sidewalk Evaluation Form (IN DEVELOPMENT) and/or the tree r isk 

assessment should follow ISA TRAQ guidelines:   http://www.isa‐

arbor.com/education/onlineresources/basictreeriskassessmentform.aspx  

Arborist Engineer 

Title Tile 

Date Date 
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Goal #1 Goal #2 Goal #3 
Objectives Objectives Objectives 
Strategies Strategies Strategies 

Actions Actions Actions 
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