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Welcome & Agenda  
Agenda

6:30-6:45 Welcome and Arrival
6:45-7:15 Project Background, Preferred Route Overview, and Guest 
Speaker Presentation
7:15-8:30 Open House Stations

Meeting Objectives
Review Preferred Route: Share your thoughts and ideas on the preferred route. 

Segment Prioritization: Let us know which segments should be built first.
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• Long-held local interest in the project – 
included in several plans since 2015

• Petition with over 4,000 signatures in 2021

• Albemarle County received a federal grant in 
2022 to determine the preferred trail route

• Master Plan began in 2025

• Community input, technical analysis, and 
landowner coordination have contributed to 
selection of preferred route

Three Notched Trail history

Logo from Community Advocates’ 
Website
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Landowner Coordination
• One-on-one discussions with many 

property owners
• Site visits
• Letters and FAQs to all affected owners
• Early route review opportunities

• Online access
• Public meeting preview

• Outreach helped refine preferred route
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• A trail for pedestrians, bicyclists, joggers, skaters, and others

• Physically separated from vehicles

• Usually 10’ wide

• Usually paved with asphalt

• Provide community benefits
o Transportation
o Recreation
o Tourism
o Economic development

What is a Shared Use Path?
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What is a Master Plan?

• Map the preferred trail route

• Identify trail segments for phasing of 
design and construction

• Show likely construction costs

• Outline steps to make trail a reality

• Deliver preliminary designs for 
priority segments

Project purpose

This is a planning 
effort – no property 
acquisition or 
construction at 
this time.
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Three Notched Trail Project Area
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Project process

2 0 2 5 2 0 2 5 – 2 0 2 6
We Are Here

2 0 2 6 – 2 0 2 7 2 0 2 7
Note, this step is not part of the 

current Master Plan work but 
will be a future effort
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Continuing Opportunities for Input
• Tonight’s meeting

• Discussion with project team
• Sticky note comments
• Priority segments activity

• Online input through November 15
• All meeting materials will be online
• Review and comment on preferred route
• Provide input on priority segments for construction
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Community 
Input/ 
Engagement 
Summary
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vzfvzdfvzdfv
Over 4,000 public comments received thus far!

We Heard You
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Key Themes from All Engagement Activities

Public support for the trail is strong, requesting:

• Safety and Separation from Traffic (#1 priority)

• Connectivity to Key Destinations and Easy Access

• Health, Wellness, and Family-Friendly Design

• Scenic and Environmentally Sensitive Route

Concerns about private property acquisition and 
landowner opposition  
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Preferred Route 
Summary
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Initial Route Possibilities
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Narrowing Down
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Public Meeting Number 2 (December 2025)
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Public Meeting Number 2 (December 2025)
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Scoring Individual Segments
o Safety

o The Three Notched Trail should be safe and comfortable for everyone, providing 
clear separation from vehicles and minimizing roadway crossings.

o Connectivity
o The Three Notched Trail should be a true connector, linking neighborhoods, 

schools, businesses, and community destinations.
o Accessibility

o The Three Notched Trail should be both easy to access and easy to use, with 
convenient trailheads and gentle grades.
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Scoring Individual Segments
o User Experience

o The Three Notched Trail should be a place where people want to spend time. 
The route should help people access parks and experience the natural beauty 
of the county, away from high-speed traffic.

o Constructability
o The Three Notched Trail should be realistic to build as soon as possible. The 

route should leverage public land and existing trails wherever possible and limit 
costly bridges, major grading and significant private property impacts.
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Scored Route Segments

AFTON

GREENWOOD CROZET
IVY

NORTHRIDGE

CHARLOTTESVILLE

Lowest Highest
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Additional Route Refinement 

• Route development workshops with 
Technical Committee and County staff

• Outreach and one-on-one 
conversations with landowners 

• Additional field visits with County staff
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Preferred Route
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Key Highlights of the Three Notched Trail Route
• 27 total miles of trail from Charlottesville to the Blue Ridge Tunnel

• Two options for trail users as they enter Charlottesville 

• 40% of the trail follows natural or forested corridors, 60% follows roadway corridors 

• Four at-grade controlled crossings of Route 250 

• 70% of the trail is through existing trail easements, publicly owned land, or VDOT right-of way

• Direct connections to UVA, Rivanna Trail, Ragged Mountain, Boar’s Head, Murray Elementary School, Crozet 
Park, downtown, Crozet, Old Trail, Greenwood Community Center… and more! 
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Charlottesville
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Northridge
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Ivy
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Crozet



Three Notched Trail Shared-Use PathThree Notched Trail Shared-Use Path

Greenwood
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Afton
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Trail Segments 
and Priorities
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How do you decide what to build first?
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Moving Towards Implementation
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Priority Segments for implementation  

• Segment extents based on:
 Length 
 Trail type 
 Independent utility 
 Implementation partners

• Considerations for prioritization
 What segments should move to

construction first? 
 What should the first segments do

for you, your community, and the future 
of the Three Notched Trail?
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Trail Segments
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Guest Speaker
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Open House Stations



Three Notched Trail Shared-Use Path

OPEN HOUSE STATION – Zone Maps
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OPEN HOUSE STATION – Priority Segments
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Next Steps
• Present the preferred route and seek input on priority segments

• Comment online through November 15

• Develop preliminary design plans for priority segments

• Compile Master Plan report

• Present Master Plan to public and Board of Supervisors

• Seek grant funding
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Thank You!

• Please visit the project website 
https://engage.albemarle.org/three-notched-trail-master-plan
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